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FOREWOR ID 





n mid-1977, while still in college, 1 was introduced to the 
[es Art Professional Society, or CAPS, by my friend and 

fellow cartoonist Phil Yeh. The group was formed less than a 
year before by Mark Evanier, Sergio Aragonés, and Don Rico as a 
social group for those in the comic and cartoon community. The 
group had grown enough that they began meeting at a community 
room in West Los Angeles, a block down from Canter's Deli which 


became a popular after-meeting hangout. 


The group was comprised of established pros and a number ofus 
young kids who had just started out in the business. One of these 
young artists was Stan Sakai. As 
has so often been noted, Stan is 
perhaps the nicest guy in comics, 
and was approachable and 
willing to share his work with 
others. Over the first few years, 
he displayed various commissions 
and personal projects with others 
in the group. I recall at one point 
seeing sketches of a prerabbit 
Yojimbo. Somewhere along the 
way, the bodyguard sprouted long 
ears and became a rabbit, and the 
rest is history. 


By this time, both Stan and myself 
were working with Sergio and 
Mark on Groo the Wanderer as 
letterer and colorist respectively, 
as well as crossing paths on other 
projects. When Usagi Yojimbo 
got its own title, Stan was kind 
enough to invite me to color the 
covers, which is my long-winded way of bringing us to the topic 
of this book. 


Anyone who reads the Usagi Yojimbo books is well aware that Stan 
is an exemplary storyteller, both in words and in visuals. But the 
storytelling extends beyond the interior stories onto the covers 
as well. With a single image, Stan sets the mood and provides the 
backdrop for the narrative and often a foreshadowing of the story 
within. Before Í set to work coloring these covers, I spend a bit of 





time studying the image to be certain I have discovered all the 
elements 1 need to be aware of before I start. 


As these covers extend over a period of more than three decades, 
several techniques were used to produce the color for these books. 
Some were produced by a technique where the inked line art was 
photochemically duplicated in pale blue onto illustration board 
and the line art was kept on a film overlay above the color art. 
These were painted with traditional materials, usually acrylics and 
animation vinyls and sometimes airbrushed. Some were produced 
from watercolor guides and hand separated. By the early- to mid- 
90s, most comic-book coloring 
had evolved to being done on the 
computer, mostly in Photoshop. 
As much as 1 truly love the 
traditional mediums, the move to 
computers has made the process 
cleaner as well as permitting 
techniques simply not available 
in the “real world.” In particular, 
changes are much easier, and one 
can experiment and try several 
options before committing to the 
final rendition. 


But I cannot take full credit for 
the coloring of Usagi Yojimbo. Stan 
has colored a few stories himself 
and does the painted covers of 
the collected books, usually in 
watercolor or acrylic. Needless 
to say, if Stan could find the time 
to do all the cover color himself, 
[would be out of a job as his own 
coloring is nothing short of excellent. 


Enough talk, it is time to begin the journey through the decades of 
marvelous covers of Usagi Yojimbo. 

—Tom Luth 

July 2019 
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INTRODUCTION 





he cover sells the book. It's the first thing you see in the 

ordering catalog and the first visual you see on the shelves. 

Of course, if you are an ardent fan, you would pick up 
the book anyway. But, for the casual reader, the cover is what 
attracts your attention. And there are a lot of covers on the stands 
every month. You have got to stand out among the competition. 
Fortunately, having the only samurai rabbit comic helps make it 
unique on the shelves. 


My philosophy on cover art is that it does not necessarily need 
to relate to the story, but it should reflect the tone of the story. 
If it is a dramatic story, the 
cover should be dramatic. Ifit is 
humorous, then a funny cover 
is called for. In the case of Usagi 
Yojimbo +93 (Chanoyn), the entire 
story takes place during the 
tea ceremony, so 1 drew a very 
simple, contemplative cover. Usagi 
Yojimbo Volume 33: The Hidden is a 
murder mystery revolving around 
the outlawed Christian faith in 
feudal Japan, so there is a cross 
“hidden” in the art. 


My covers are usually turned 
in months before the issue is 
drawn, so sometimes plot points 
are changed and characters 
redesigned. When Inspector 
Ishida was introduced in Dark 
Horse's Usagi Yojimbo +26, he was 
designed as a typical strong-jawed, 
heroic type with a big mustache, 
and that is how he appeared on the cover. However, I really struggled 
with that character as I was drawing the story. He was just not 
working out, so, about a dozen pages in, I scrapped that look, made a 
180-degree turn, and transformed him into a little, stoop-shouldered 
detective—though one who could still handle himselfwhen needed. 
He quickly became one of my (and readers”) favorite characters. 


The comic-book covers were done as line drawings, but the covers 
for the collections were, for the most part, painted by me. At first, 





they were done with acrylics and oils, but I switched over to water- 
colors because I love the look, it was a faster medium with which 
to work, and Í could do the art smaller sometimes, just slightly 
larger than the printed piece. So, instead ofworking a full week on 
the twenty-inch by thrity-inch oil painted cover for Book 5, 1 could 
finish a watercolor in a few days and keep the original in a drawer. 


My line drawing is only part of what makes the cover, though. 
Tom Luth has colored almost all of my comics covers, and 1 trust 
his color sense completely. He always sets the right mood and 
knows how to highlight the right characters to maximum effect. 
I have known Tom for about 
35 years and have worked with 
almost as long. Hs is my colorist 
of choice. Sometimes he surprised 
me, though, as with Usagi Yojimbo 
++18 (of the Fantagraphics run). 
When I saw it in print there was 
Usagi's mon—three dots in a 
circle—repeated, in varnish, in 
the black background. He took 
the flat background and made it 
interesting. 


Cary Grazzini had done an 
amazing job designing the 
covers. He often changed the look 
of the book for a long story arc, 
such as Grasscutter 11, to give it a 
unified and distinct look. Cary 
is the most talented designer 1 
have worked with, and he was 
nominated for an Eisner Award 
for designing The Art of Usagi 
Yojimbo, a book 1 take particular pride in. He took on Usagi as a 
passion project and the results showed in everything he did. 


T have to thank these two profusely for making me look good. 


—Stan Sakai 
July 2019 


es 


FOR CARY GRAZZINI, 
AN AMAZINGLY TALENTED DESIGNER, 

AND SOMEONE l AM HONORED TO CALL MY FRIEND. 
Ir HAS BEEN MY EXTREME PLEASURE TO HAVE 
WORKED WITH YOU FOR SO MANY YEARS. 
—-STAN 
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PAGE 179: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++114 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Oct. 2008. 
PAGE 180: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++115 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Oct. 2008. 
PAGE 181: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three +4116 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Dec. 2008. 
PAGE 182: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++117 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jan. 2009. 
PAGE 183: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++118 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Feb. 2009. 
PAGE 184-185: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++119 cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Mar. 2009. 
PAGE 186: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++120 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. May 2009. 
PAGE 187: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++121 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jun. 2009. 
PAGE 188: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++122 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Aug. 2009. 
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PAGE 189: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three $123 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Sep. 2009. 
PAGE 190-191: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++123 DH 100 Variant cover. Colors by 

Tom Luth. Sep. 2009. 
PAGE 192: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three $124 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Nov. 2009. 
PAGE 193: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three $125 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Dec. 2009. 
PAGE 194: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4126 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Feb. 2010. 
PAGE 195: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three $127 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Mar. 2010. 
PAGE 196: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three $128 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Apr. 2010. 
PAGE 197: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4129 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jun. 2010. 
PAGE 198: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++130 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jul. 2010. 
PAGE 199: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4131 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Aug. 2010. 
PAGE 200: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++132 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Oct. 2010. 
PAGE 201: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4133 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Nov. 2010. 
PAGE 202: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4134 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Dec. 2010. 
PAGE 203: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++135 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Feb. 2011. 
PAGE 204: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++136 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Mar. 2011. 
PAGE 205: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4+136 DH 25 Years Variant front cover. Colors by 

Tom Luth. Mar. 2011. 
PAGE 206: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4137 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Apr. 2011. 
PAGE 207: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three +:138 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jun. 2011. 
PAGE 208: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4139 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jul. 2011. 
PAGE 209: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three +:140 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Aug. 2011. 
PAGE 210: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++141 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Oct. 2011. 
PAGE 211: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three $142 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Nov. 2011. 
PAGE 212: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three +:143 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jan. 2012. 
PAGE 213: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three +:144 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Feb. 2012. 
PAGE 214: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three $145 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. May 2015. 
PAGE 215: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three +:146 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jun. 2015. 
PAGE 216: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++147 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jul. 2015. 
PAGE 217: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++148 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Sep. 2015. 
PAGE 218: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4149 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Oct. 2015. 
PAGE 219: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++150 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Nov. 2015. 
PAGE 220: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three $151 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jan. 2016. 
PAGE 221: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4152 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Feb. 2016. 
PAGE 222: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++153 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Mar. 2016. 
PAGE 223: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4154 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. May 2016. 
PAGE 224: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++155 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jun. 2016. 
PAGE 225: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++156 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jul. 2016. 
PAGE 226: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4157 front cover. Colors by Emi Fujii with 

Tom Luth. Aug. 2016. 
PAGE 227: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three ++158 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Oct. 2016. 
PAGE 228: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4+159 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Nov. 2016. 
PAGE 229: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4160 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Dec. 2016. 
PAGE 230: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three +:161 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Sep. 2017. 
PAGE 231: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three $162 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Oct. 2017. 
PAGE 232: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4163 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Nov. 2017. 
PAGE 233: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three 4164 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Dec. 2017. 
PAGE 234: Usagi Yojimbo Volume Three $165 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jan. 2018. 
PAGE 235: Usagi Yojimbo: The Hidden +*1 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Mar. 2018. 
PAGE 236: Usagi Yojimbo: The Hidden +2 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Apr. 2018. 
PAGE 237: Usagi Yojimbo: The Hidden ++3 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. May 2018. 
PAGE 238: Usagi Yojimbo: The Hidden +4 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jun. 2018. 
PAGE 239: Usagi Yojimbo: The Hidden +*5 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Aug. 2018. 
PAGE 240: Usagi Yojimbo: The Hidden 3*6 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Sep. 2018. 
PAGE 241: Usagi Yojimbo: The Hidden +*7 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Oct. 2018. 
PAGE 242-243: Usagi Yojimbo: Senso ++1 cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Aug. 2014. 
PAGE 244-245: Usagi Yojimbo: Senso +2, cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Sep. 2014. 
PAGE 246-247: Usagi Yojimbo: Senso ++3 cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Oct. 2014. 
PAGE 248-249: Usagi Yojimbo: Senso $+4 cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Nov. 2014. 
PAGE 250-251: Usagi Yojimbo: Senso +5 cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Dec. 2014. 
PAGE 252-253: Usagi Yojimbo: Senso ++6 cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jan. 2015. 
PAGE 254-255: Usagi Yojimbo Summer Special $*1 cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Oct. 1986. 


PAGE 256: 
PAGE 257: 


Usagi Yojimbo 1 for 1 front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Oct. 2015. 
Usagi Yojimbo Color Special +1 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Nov. 1989. 


PAGE 258-259: Usagi Yojimbo Color Special +2 cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Sep. 1991. 
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PAGE 310 
PAGE 311 
PAGE 312 


Usagi Yojimbo Color Special $*3 front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Feb. 1992. 

Usagi Yojimbo Color Special ++4: Green Persimmon front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jul. 1997. 
Usagi Yojimbo Color Special ++5: The Artist front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jul. 2014. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 1: The Ronin front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Apr. 1987. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 2: Samurai front cover. Colors by Tom Luth. Jul. 1989. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 3: The Wanderer's Road front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. 1990. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 3: The Wanderer's Road front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Aug. 2007. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 4: The Dragon Bellow Conspiracy front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Sep. 1991. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 4: The Dragon Bellow Conspiracy front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Aug. 2008. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 5: Lone Goat and Kid front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Nov. 1994. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 6: Circles front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jul. 1994. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 7: Gen's Story front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Apr. 1996. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 8: Shades of Death front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Sep. 1997. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 9: Daisho front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Feb. 1998. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 10: The Brink of Life and Death front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Aug. 1998. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 11: Seasons front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Mar. 1999. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 12: Grasscutter front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Aug. 1999. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 13: Grey Shadows front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Mar. 2000. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 14: Demon Mask front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Apr. 2001. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 15: Grasscutter II front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Feb. 2002. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 16: The Shrouded Moon front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jan. 2003. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 17: Duel at Kitanoji front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Sep. 2003. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 18: Travels with Jotaro front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jun. 2004. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 19: Fathers and Sons front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Apr. 2005. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 20: Glimpses of Death front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Aug. 2006. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 21: The Mother of Mountains front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Aug. 2007. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 22: Tomoe's Story front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jul. 2008. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 23: Bridge of Tears front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jul. 2009. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 24: Return of the Black Soul front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jul. 2010. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 25: Fox Hunt front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jul. 2011. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 26: Traitors of the Earth front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jun. 2012. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 27: A Town Called Hell front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jun. 2013. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 28: Red Scorpion front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jul. 2014. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 29: Two Hundred Jizo front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jun. 2015. 
Usagi Yojimbo Book 30: Thieves and Spies front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jul. 2016. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 31: The Hell Screen front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jun. 2017. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 32: Mysteries front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jun. 2018. 

Usagi Yojimbo Book 33: The Hidden front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jun. 2019. 

Usagi Yojimbo: Yokai front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Nov. 2009. 

Usagi Yojimbo: Senso hardcover front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. May 2015. 

The Usagi Yojimbo Saga Book 1 front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Oct. 2014. 

The Usagi Yojimbo Saga Book 2 front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Mar. 2015. 

The Usagi Yojimbo Saga Book 3 front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. May 2015. 

The Usagi Yojimbo Saga Book 4 front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Aug. 2015. 

The Usagi Yojimbo Saga Book 5 front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Nov. 2015. 

The Usagi Yojimbo Saga Book 6 front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Apr. 2016. 

The Usagi Yojimbo Saga Book 7 front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Sep. 2016. 

The Usagi Yojimbo Saga Book 8 front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. May 2019. 

The Usagi Yojimbo Saga Legends front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jul. 2017. 


: The Art of Usagi Yojimbo DH edition front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Nov. 2004. 

: Usagi Yojimbo: Samurai and Other Stories Gallery Edition front cover. Pencil and inks by Stan Sakai. Oct. 2015. 
: Usagi Yojimbo: The Artist and Other Stories Gallery Edition front cover. Pencil and inks by Stan Sakai. Nov. 2016 
: Dark Horse Holiday Card 2004. Painting by Stan Sakai. 2004. 
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Dark Horse Holiday Card 2005. Colors by Cary Grazzini. 2015. 
The Sakai Project: Artists Celebrate Thirty Years of Usagi Yojimbo front cover. Painting by Stan Sakai. Jul. 2014. 
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STAN SAKAI was born in Kyoto, Japan, grew up in Hawaii, 
and now lives in California with his wife Julie. He has two children, 
Hannah and Matthew, and two stepchildren, Daniel and Emi. Stan 
received a fine arts degree from the University of Hawaii and furthered 


his studies at the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California. 


Stan's creation Usagi Yojimbo first appeared in comics in 1984. Since 
then, Usagi has been on television as a guest of the Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles and has been made into toys, seen on clothing, and 
featured in a series of graphic novel collections. 


In 1991, Stan created Space Usagi, a series dealing with samurai in 
a futuristic setting, featuring the adventures of a descendant of the 
original Usagi. 


Stan is the recipient of a Parents” Choice Award, an Inkpot Award, 
an American Library Association Award, two Harvey Awards, five 
Spanish Haxtur Awards, six Eisner Awards, and an Inkwell Award. 
In 2003 he won the prestigious National Cartoonists Society Award 
in the Comic Book division, and in 2011 Stan received the Cultural 
Ambassador Award from the Japanese American National Museum. 
Stan was awarded the inaugural Joe Kubert Storyteller Award in May 
2018. Stan is also an award-winning letterer for his work on Sergio 
Aragonés's Groo the Wanderer, the Spider-Man Sunday newspaper 
strips, and Usagi Yojimbo. 
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Honoring the 35th anniversary of Stan Sakai's award-winning series Usagi Yojimbo, this deluxe 
art collection includes hundreds of full-page cover pieces illustrated by Stan Sakai! After 35 years” 
worth of adventures, Usagi's lively history is represented here in this beautiful compendium of 
Stan's greatest covers. | 


“Sakai is a master of his craft.” 


— IGN.com 


“To say that Stan Sakai is an amazing storyteller seems silly this far into his fantastic career, but it 
is the truth. His characters are wildly expressive, and his skills as a cartoonist are as sharp as ever.” 
| — COMICOSITY 
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